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Notes From the Pastor 

From the Pastor: 

Oh, how the summer days go by so quickly.  The old song says, “those lazy, 
hazy summer days.”  But I am not so sure.  The days fill up, even if there are 
no parish meetings and fewer appointments.  The challenge remains:  to be 
sure to notice how the presence of God is unfolding in these days as well.   In 
noticing God’s presence, we could well find greater peace and contentment 
in what we are about.  In these days, prayer can take on new meaning for us; 
be expressed in ways we may not otherwise choose; and give deeper meaning 
to our lives.  So enjoy these days of summer and see in them new or 
refreshed ways to experience God at work in your life. 

With August staring us in the face, a number of people begin looking to the 
months ahead.  It means so many of our parish activities either start up 
again or increase their level of activity.  In either case, it will provide us with 
opportunities to share our gifts with our parish community.  Start thinking 
now of how you might be able to share your gifts of time, talent and treasure 
with our parish community.  It won’t be long before we are asked to 
complete our time and talent forms.  Don’t wait until then to think about it.  
Rather, ask now how you might be able give of yourself in order to 
strengthen our parish community as the Body of Christ. 

Could it be you are called to be part of the many liturgical ministries of our 
parish:  from being an altar server to an usher; from greeting and welcoming 
people to proclaiming God’s word; from lifting your voice in song to 
extending the precious gift of the Body and Blood of Christ to others?   Could 
it be that you are called to be present to those who are struggling:  as a 
Befriender, as part of the Church of the Week, as helping with the Food 
Shelf?  Could it be you that your gift of faith could be shared as a catechist or 
ministering with the youth of our parish?  The possibilities are endless.   In 
prayer, ask God to give you the wisdom to know how to share your gifts of 
time and talent. 

Finally, reflect, too, on how to share your gift of treasure.  There are so many 
demands placed on our financial resources that it can be easy to say:  “I will 
give later when I am in a better financial position.”  There is, however, no 
better time than now to express our gratitude for the gifts we have received 
by sharing some of your financial resources with our parish community. 

No one person or family can do it all; nor are they expected to.  But all of us 
working together do make a difference. 

Enjoy these summer days! 

Fr. Tim  

 

Saturday, September 22  - 

    8:30 am   Kids 1k  Fun Run 9:00 am   

5k/10k  Walk/Run 

    4:00 pm   Mass followed by activities till 

9:00 

Door Prize drawing for cash at 9:00 pm—must be 

present to win! 

Sunday September 23  - 

    8:30 - Noon - Dad’s Belgian Waffle 

Breakfast  

    12 Noon - Grand Raffle /Cash Prize 

Drawing 

    12 Noon- Silent Auction Closes 
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GATHERING IN THE ARTS  

By Ruth Brattensborg 

 

Partnering with the Central Minnesota Foster 
Grandparent Program, we are looking for local adults 
age 55+ to become part of this exciting 
intergenerational program.  If you know someone 
who enjoys working with children, would like some 
extra spending money every month, and has a little 
time to spare, this could be a wonderful opportunity 
for them. 

 

As a Foster Grandparent, you would help 
those students that need just a little extra attention 
so they can succeed. Foster Grandparents help 
children by reading with them, working on math 
assignments, completing art projects and much 
more.  Foster Grandparents are also positive role 
models who demonstrate caring for others by 
volunteering in local schools.  

 

 

The Foster Grandparent Program offers many 
benefits to those who participate, including a tax-free 
hourly reimbursement, transportation 
reimbursement for mileage or for using a city bus, 
orientation, on-going training, health benefits and 
more.  Please encourage older adults you know to 
consider volunteering in our school as a Foster 
Grandparent.  

For more information please contact 
 Sara Heurung, Area Supervisor - Foster Grandparent 

Program  
 1-320-229-4589 or Toll free 1-866-895-7992 

 
Email sheurung@ccstcloud.org 

 

 

 

We would like to invite all women of the parish, married 
with children, married without children, and/or single to 
consider becoming part of a group of women who have a 
long history of doing good works here at St. Francis   
Xavier and the surrounding communities. If you are new 
to the parish and want to know more about us or if you 
have read about all of our good works via the church  
bulletin or our bulletin board, we would love to have you 
join us. Questions, contact the Parish Office 252-1363. 

Why should I become a member?                 

    To meet other women.  
 To learn from other women. 
 To work with other women as they help others. 
 To pray with other women. 
 To have fun with other women. 
Our Next Meeting is Tuesday, September 18th 
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GATHERING IN THE ARTS held its second 

annual SPRING BLING FUNDRAISER 

SALE  in April, bringing in $2,289.55. This 

ministry uses its proceeds to enhance the 

Gathering Place and to support other parish 

needs.  

Recently, GIA made a $5,000.00 donation 

to the Church to be used for new carpeting in 

the Gathering Place. GIA is grateful for the 

continued support of parishioners in its 

endeavors and events.  

Watch the church bulletins for future 

happenings. 

Thanks to All and God Bless Everyone! 

SCHOOL NEWS                                                                   
Volunteers Needed 

2018 Quilt Bingo 

The women of the parish have created and hand 

stitched many beautiful quilts  Mark your 

calendar for Sunday, September 16 at 1 PM 

for bingo at St. Francis Xavier School Gym.  

Bring a friend and enjoy the good fun while 

helping to support our parish.  Doors open       

at 12 noon.   

86” X 96” 
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The simple answer is yes. Many people of many Christian religions know and love Jesus and strive to live 

what he taught. Many are deeply connected to Him and committed to serve others in His name.  

A few more questions: Can you know and love Jesus without spending time with him? How can you know 

anyone without spending time or communicating in some way with them? For people of faith, that 

communication is called prayer: speaking to or listening to God. There as many ways to pray as there are 

people in the world. Praying is an effective and productive way to grow in your love for Jesus. And something 

amazing happens when one develops a routine of prayer, you soon realize that your relationship with Jesus is 

not just a personal relationship between the two of you. A person of prayer learns early on that Jesus calls us 

to grow in relationship not only with Him, but with His people. There are two essential components to living 

out our faith in Jesus; personal and communal, meaning within community.  

For Catholics the opportunity to grow in relationship with God’s people is realized when we gather with one 

another to pray, to serve, to teach others about Jesus. We are gifted with the Catholic Mass. The Mass 

becomes for those who participate fully a place to be renewed in spirit, a place to be with others whose 

struggles and joys mirror our own. It is a time to connect and re-connect, to welcome one another, to offer 

praise and worship to our God and our Savior, Jesus Christ. The Mass is a gift in which we receive Jesus in 

Eucharist, and we become what we eat: One Body of Christ. There is something wonderful about knowing 

that we do not live in this world alone. We are meant to be part of a community; first in our family and then 

in our school, our careers, our communities and our parishes. We need one another! 

So many people today are choosing to step away from the Mass or regular attendance at Mass. A question for 

them: How are you nurturing and growing in your relationship with Jesus? Who or what assists you in 

making conversation with Jesus a priority in your life? The Catholic Mass can do that and so much more. To 

those who may have been away from the Church for a while, know that our doors and our arms are always 

open and ready to welcome you and walk with you as you grow in faith and come to know Jesus in a deeper 

and more profound way. We look forward to welcoming you home! 

Those of us who gather each Sunday and Holy Day must lift these friends in prayer, continue to invite them 

in a loving way, and when God provides the right time for conversation, we need to let them know we miss 

them. They need to know we are not whole without them. We are called by our baptism to take the Good 

News of Jesus Christ to the world and our world begins in our homes and in our parish. May God bless our 

efforts with an increase in those who gather to love and support one another as we are fed in the Eucharist 

thereby drawing us to a deeper relationship with one another and our Lord Jesus.  

Can You Know Jesus Without the  

                                Catholic Mass?        By Deb Rudolph 

 

DON’T FORGET AUG 6 - 10 

Vacation Bible School 2018                     

SHIPWRECKED 
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              Raffle Quilt 89” x 89”  

 

There are times when I am reading something that Jesus 
says and I think  " What?  Did he really mean to say 
that?  Could he have said that differently?" One such story 
is when Jesus is told that his mother and brothers are 
outside wanting to speak with him. Jesus stretches out his 
hand over the gathered crowd and replies, "Here are my 
mother and my brothers . For whoever does the will of my 
heavenly Father is my brother and sister and 
mother"  (Mt. 12:50). In retrospect we know that we are 
all our brothers' and sisters' keepers. We have been taught 
that from an early age. However, imagine at the time of 
Jesus thinking that ONLY your immediate family were 
your family.  That's why Jesus' words were so striking to 
this 1st century crowd.   

And they continue to be striking for us today because how 
many of US truly believe that all of us are brothers, 
sisters, parents etc. to each other? What happens 
in Guatemala or Thailand or Germany or Florida or St. 
Joe affects us all. Our humanity is what connects us  over 
borders and walls and oceans. Unfortunately over the last 
few years we have experienced much division and have 
somewhat forgotten how our human family is connected 
and in need of our care and attention. In fact there are 
many factions that would lead us to believe that we 
should NOT be connected and have pitted groups against 
one another. One of my favorite quotes from Mother 
Teresa ( now Saint Teresa of Calcutta) is "If we have no 
peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to 
each other." We ALL belong.   

Some of us might say, "But what can I do? The issues 
loom large and I am only one person. What difference can 
I make?" Jesus uses the symbol of sheep and 
shepherds often in his storytelling. Fr. Dan Horan, a 
faculty member at Catholic Theological Union, wrote a 
great reflection in the daily prayer book, "Give Us This 
Day." He shared, "Too often we dismiss ourselves as 'just 
sheep,' as unimportant followers of the more important 
shepherd. But rather than considering ourselves as 
merely dispensable, that is, "just sheep,"  

 

 

 

maybe we need to think of our vocation to be JUST sheep 
- those called to exemplify the justice demonstrated by 
our one, true Shepherd. To overlook our call as followers 
of Christ is to act as "sheep without a shepherd. "But 
having been baptized into the life, death and resurrection 
of Christ, we can walk confidently into the future, 
embracing our identity as images of the God of Justice. "   

We will soon be electing people to office. They will be 
'shepherding' our values as they make important 
decisions. Those decisions will be related to health care, 
child care, elder care, women's care. GRIP ( Great River 
Interfaith Partnership), a group that advocates for 
economic and racial equity, had over 400 conversations 
with residents in the St. Cloud area. They found that 84% 
shared a struggle they are experiencing around family 
care giving. People are struggling to take 'care' of their 
families. If we are not experiencing the stress of 'care', 
many of our brothers and sisters are. And just as Jesus 
shares in the story above, we need to carry out the will of 
our God who demands that we love God AND neighbor. 
How will we make sure that all in our human family are 
getting the care that they need? As we listen to the voices 
of the TV ads and flyers that will surely come our way in 
the months ahead leading up to the election, who are the 
candidates who share this same vision of care?   

The Social Justice Concerns Committee at St. Francis 
Xavier meets the 1st Thursday of each month in Xavier 
Hall at 6:30 pm to share input on various social issues 
like the ones listed above as well as affordable housing, 
education, criminal justice reform, immigration reform as 
well as Muslim/Christian relations. We also plan events 
here at St. Francis Xavier to educate and inspire our 
parish to take action. We hope that you will join us 
for a meeting or at an event we sponsor. What 
might we all do to become more like "JUST sheep" rather 
than 'just sheep"? 

 
Thanks-Molly 

 

Social Justice Concerns                                     
by Molly Weyrens        

SEPTEMBER 22, SEPTEMBER 23 

The festival is a good time and a great way to spend part of a fall weekend. These are the kinds 

of get-togethers worship communities have done for years to give their members time to connect and 

celebrate. Why not start out Saturday morning with some exercise by taking part in a nice little 1k, 5k or 10k 

run, or walk, if you prefer. You can take a little time in the afternoon to recover and then come back for an 

evening of  fellowship and fun, celebrating Mass at 4 pm, followed by a variety of foods, beverages, and 

activities for all ages. The only thing that would make this festival better, having a waffle breakfast on 

Sunday. Oh wait, that’s already part of the festival weekend. Having a great time enjoying the company and 

fellowship of each other, while raising much-needed funds for the parish, all through the tradition of a 

parish festival...what's not to love? 

 

Hope to see you there! 
Festival packets are available for pick up in the Gathering Place, lots of 

help is still needed. Please plan on supporting and participating in                                        

this great parish event! 
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Faith Formation News 
 

Registration 2018-2019 

Spark– Grades 1-5 

Monday 4:45-5:45pm  or 6:30-7:30pm 
Edge– Grades 6-7-8 

Wednesday 6:30-7:45pm 

Connect– Grades 9 

Wednesday 7:00-8:15pm for Grade 9 

(altered times for service evenings) 

Blaze– Grade 10 

Wed. 7-9 pm, 5 Large Group Sessions on Sun.  6-8 pm 
 

Registration forms are available in the kiosk or 

on the parish website.  Online reg. is also open. 

Call 252-8761 with questions or for more 

information. 

*There is limited space in each of the Monday afternoon 

and evening sessions.  Please register early to ensure 

your child’s placement in the session of your choice. 

 

The Faith Formation ministries can not run 

with out our dedicated adult volunteers who 

serve as teachers and small group leaders.  We 

are still in need of adults to help lead our 

students in grades 1-9.  If you are willing to be a 

part of this rewarding ministry please contact 

the Faith Formation office for more 

information. 

“I may only be one      

person, but I can be one 

person who makes a     

difference.” 

WHAT’S NEW 

For 2018-2019 Faith Formation 

Year? 

 “Aftershock”-like evenings for Grades 4-5; four 

“Tremor” nights are scheduled for this coming year 

 More art and service projects for Grades 1-5 

 Multi-age groupings for Grades 4-5 to allow for more 

diversity of gender and learning styles 

        Our 6-7-8th grade students will be using Life Teen’s 

Edge Program.  They will begin and end in a large 

group and have small group discussions in between.   

 

6-7-8 will have opportunities for service, both onsite 

and off.   

 

Grades 6-7-8 will meet from 6:30-8:00 pm twice a 

month. 

Looking Ahead 

August   

Registration continues through Sept. 1st.  

September 

5    10th Grade Facilitator Training, 6:30 pm 

10 9th Grade Leader Training, 6:30 pm  

12   6-8th Gr. Small Group Leader Training 
 6:30pm 

16 Confirmation (Gr. 10) parent/ student kick off 
6:00pm  

17 Leader Training, Grades 1-5, 6:30 pm 

19 Aftershock, Grades 6-12, 6:15-8:30 pm  

24  Open house for Grades 1-5, “Tremor” for       
grades 4-5 

26 Sessions begin for 6-9 

October 1  Sessions begin for 1-5 
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Sacraments:  

Gifts of Grace 

How may we serve you? 

 

Perhaps you and your spouse are Catholic but 
did not get married in the Catholic Church and 
would now like to have your marriage blessed. 

 

Perhaps you are an adult Catholic who has not     
received First Eucharist, Reconciliation                   

or Confirmation. 
 

Has God placed on your heart a need to        
discern consecrated life, the priesthood           

or the deaconate? 
 

Individual or small group instruction is 
available to prepare you to know and to receive 
these gifts of our faith. If you are interested or 

have any questions, please contact: 

Deb Rudolph, Pastoral Associate 

252-1363, Ext. 1103 

FRANNY FIXIN’S PARISH 

COOKBOOK 

The youth of our parish, with the help of the 
Youth Engagement Team are creating a 
custom cookbook featuring favorite recipes 
from our members. These cookbooks will be 
professionally published and are sure to be a 
treasured keepsake for us all. Money raised will 
be used for youth ministry events throughout 
the year.  

Please submit several of your favorite recipes 
so you can be represented in our cookbook. 
Many recipes from all members will ensure that 
our cookbook is a success. We are using 
Morris Press Cookbook’s web site to easily 
submit recipes online. If you do not have 
Internet access, our committee can enter them 
for you. Submit hardcopies of your recipes to 
Melissa Fox.  Either fill out the hard copy recipe 
card in the kiosk in the gathering area or on 
your own sheet of paper, simply make sure it’s 
easy to read! 

Our goal is to submit our cookbook for printing 
in late September and hope to have them back 
in time for Christmas.   

Please submit your recipes online by 
September 15th so we can meet our deadline.  

To Submit Recipes Online: 

 Go to www.typensave.com and click ‘Login.’ 

 Enter the User Name: 
sfxyouthministry. 

 Enter the password: 
(garlic227) and click 
‘Submit.’ 

 Enter your name and 
click ‘Continue.’ 

Click ‘Add Recipes’ to begin adding your 
recipes. 

Questions about the cookbook or want to help 
with the production of it, please let Melissa Fox 
know!  Thank you for your support. 

The Assumption of the Blessed  

Virgin Mary 

Holy Day of Obligation 

Wednesday, August 14—6:30 p.m. Mass 

Thursday, August 15– 9:00 a.m. Mass 

Hope you are enjoying your summer 
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Faith Sharing Opportunities 

And  

A Year in ReVIEW: 
 

This past year The Youth Engagement Team along with Melissa 
Fox, our youth minister, and our  peer ministers, developed a 
monthly youth group night named Aftershock for all students in 
grades 6-12.  We met each Wednesday and averaged between 150 
and 200 young people in attendance each night.  

So What did we do? 

We started our night together with a meal so our students could 
come straight from after school activities. We did service together, 
by assembling over 200 birthday bags for Catholic Charities, we 
enjoyed inflatables, played human hungry hungry hippos, hunted 
eggs that helped us learn about holy week.  We were joined by 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, we enjoyed warm chocolate chip cookies and 
homemade donuts. We played games, we worked as teams and we 
got to know each other better! We laughed together and prayed 
together. The worship ensemble got us singing and moving to 
Christian Music. We talked and discussed about being truly thankful, 
about going for the gold, using the gifts we were given and more. 

So where are we going from here?  
 

You will find our upcoming Aftershock Schedule for the year in the 
green column.  There will also be more opportunities for prayer, 
gatherings, retreats and events that will be sent to our students 
throughout the year. Adults, there are lots of areas in which you can 
be involved in Aftershock and youth ministry. In the past year many 
people/groups have leaned in and supported in ways great and 
small. We believe that youth ministry is everyone’s ministry, and we 
want to continue to invite you to find a way to be involved and 
support.   

Each month it takes between $200.00 and $600.00 to put on our 
evenings. At the end of September we will launch our “Investment 
Program” as a way to raise money to help support the great work we 
have begun.  Parishioners will be invited to “buy Franny stock 
shares” investing directly in the youth of our parish community and 
the programs we are offering.  Stock holders will be prayed for by 
the youth each month, receive a monthly newsletter with what we 
have been up too, be invited to our end of the year share holders 
dinner and MORE!  Watch for more information in September about 
this. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

──── 

August 15th-END OF  

SUMMER BASH 6-8:30pm 

──── 

September 19th 

October 24th 

November 28th 

December 19th 

January 16th 

February 20th 

March 20th 

April 17th 

May 15th 

──── 

Aftershock schedule:   

6:15-6:50 Dinner 

7:00-8:30pm Programming. 

  While they were  

praying, the place where they 

were meeting  

trembled and shook.        

–Acts 4:31  
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October 2018 
2  Realities of Aging Part 1 
4  First Thursday Coffee  
18-19  MEA No School 
24  Aftershock 
27  Craft sale 
November 2018 
1  First Thursday Coffee  
6  Realities of Aging Part II 
12-18 Church of the Week 
22  Thanksgiving Day 

28  Aftershock 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

St. Francis Xavier Church 

219 2nd St N                                                                 
PO Box 150                                                           

Sartell, MN   56377 

Phone: (320)252-1363                                  

Fax: (320)259-7090 •  

Website: www.stfrancissartell.org 

Address Service Requested 

August 2018 
2    First Thursday Coffee                                                                                                                                                                                          
2    Social Justice Meeting 6:30 pm 
6 –10 Vacation Bible School 
14  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary                                                                                      
 Mass 6:30 pm 
15  Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary                            
 Mass 9:00 am  
15  End of Summer Bash 6 - 8:30 pm 
21  Baptism Preparation Class 
September 2018 

3    Labor Day 
6    First Thursday Coffee  
16  Quilt Bingo 
16  Confirmation parent/student kick off  
18  Christian Women 6:30 pm 
19  Aftershock 
22-23  Frantober Fest 
23  First Day of Autumn 
 

Great Race and Great Community 
Event!!  The 8th Annual St. 
Francis Franny Flyer 5K 10K 
and 1K race will be held on 
Saturday, September 22 in 
conjunction with the parish 
festival. The 1K starts at 
8:30 AM followed by the 5K 10K 
at 9:00 AM. For more 
information, Call Nick Novak 
at 320-249-2134 or to register 
go to 
frannyflyer.eventbrite.com.   


