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Wednesday, March 18, 2020 
 
Dear People of St. Francis Xavier, 
 
As many of you know by now, Bishop Kettler has suspended all public liturgical events through 
April 13, 2020.  This includes daily Mass and weekend Masses, Stations of the Cross, Baptisms, 
Funerals and Penance Services, Holy Week Masses and Services and Easter Sunday Masses.  Bishop 
Kettler noted this was not an easy decision to make but one that is for the common good.  This 
means we will need to do some things differently. 
 
Our biggest challenge is to stay connected with you and provide opportunities for us to pray 
together even though it will be from a distance.  Therefore, we will live stream daily and Sunday 
Eucharist, working with our One in Christ sister parish, Sacred Heart as follows: 
 
    Daily Mass: Tuesday at 5:30 pm, Wednesday through Friday at 8:00 am from Sacred Heart. 
    Weekend Masses:  5 pm Saturday and 9:00 am Sunday from Sacred Heart 
                                    9:30 am Sunday from St. Francis Xavier 
 
To access live streaming, go to our parish website:  stfrancissartell.org.  Look for the purple button 
marked Live Stream Sunday Mass toward the top of the website and click to access Mass from St. 
Francis Xavier.  There is also a button marked Sacred Heart for their live-streaming.  Click, go to the 
bottom of their webpage and click on the Facebook logo to access Sacred Heart live-streaming. 
 
Starting on Tuesday, March 24th, I will concelebrate weekday Mass from Sacred Heart offering the 
Mass intentions for that day noted in St Francis Xavier’s bulletin.  Please note that both daily and 
Sunday Masses are not open to the public.  
 
Church will be open and available for personal prayer from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through 
Friday, Saturday from noon to 5:00 pm and Sunday from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm. Please enter through 
Gathering Area doors only.  We ask you to take necessary precautions to keep everyone healthy. 
Please maintain the recommended 6-foot distance if others are in church and use available sanitizer. 
 
I will continue to have individual confessions on Saturdays at 4:00 pm.  Please keep a distance from 
others in church and avoid lining up near the confessional.  We may choose to leave the door 
partially open to avoid the need to touch door handles.   
 
Please let us know what else we can do to support you spiritually through this difficult time. Can we 
send you (or someone you know) a note? Would you like a personal phone call? Reach out to us and 
let us know.  Call Deb Rudolph if you would like to receive this help.  Bulletins are available online, 
just click the purple button on the homepage. 
 
Obviously, no Masses means no collection baskets. This could seriously impact our parish. If you 
regularly drop your donation in the basket at Mass, please consider sending it in the mail, or you 

http://www.stfrancissartell.org/


have the option to take part in online giving or you can set up an automatic withdrawal from your 
bank account. On our homepage, there is a purple button for Online Giving, or call the parish office 
and we can send you an ACH form to get that process set up.   
 
I recognize that this disruption in our life style has an impact on many people and that includes a 
financial impact for any number of households.   Whatever financial assistance you can offer to the 
parish will be greatly appreciated. 
 
To go without the Eucharist is not easy for us as Catholics.  There is a hunger for the Bread of Life.  
Though we cannot receive Holy Eucharist at this time, it is possible to ask the Lord Jesus to come 
into our hearts through a spiritual communion.  Here is one such prayer: 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though You have 
already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; never permit me 
to be separated from You. In your name, I pray. Amen. 
 
We appreciate your understanding.  As we move forward, we will offer additional ways you as 
individuals and families can pray together at home and information concerning live streaming of 
Holy Week services.   Please know you all remain in our prayers and we look forward to joyfully 
gathering as a parish in the near future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Staff of St. Francis Xavier 
 

 


