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May 29, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
We are now preparing to resume weekend Masses starting June 6/7 with a Saturday Mass at 5 pm 
and a Sunday Mass at 9:30 am which will be live-streamed.   This rather lengthy letter will describe 
what you need to be aware of as we prepare and what to expect when you attend Mass on 
weekends.   
 
Both Masses will require limited seated.  The agreement between the governor and the bishop 
stipulates that we limit attendance to 25% of capacity, which is roughly 190 people if they can all be 
kept at a 6-foot social distance.  By beginning with two Masses on a weekend at first, we can iron 
out any wrinkles and then be ready to add the second Mass on Sunday at a later date.   
We can only begin on the first weekend of June when we have enough ushers/greeters, Holy 
Communion ministers and people to sanitize the church building after Mass.  The church building, 
Gathering Area and bathrooms will need to be sanitized after each Mass.  So please volunteer if you 
have not already done so, as we will need many hands to help. 
 
So that we can manage our 25% capacity limit, we ask that you reserve a seat for each weekend 
Mass you want to attend by going online to https://bookapew.com/app/mn/sfx.  If you do not have 
access to a computer or smart phone, call the Parish office and leave the names of those who wish 
to attend and your email or phone number. If you arrive for Mass without a reservation to attend, 
you may be seated only if adequate space allows.  I recognize this sounds extreme, but we want to 
be as prepared as we can to safely accommodate people and meet the requirements of the diocese 
and state. 
 
Here is what you will need to know and prepare for in order to participate in these Masses: 
1)  Anyone over the age of 65, or with underlying conditions or uncomfortable with being in a large 
group, is encouraged to stay home.    If you have a cold, a fever, coughing or sneezing or are feeling 
sick in any way, please stay at home.  The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted for the 
foreseeable future. 
2)  Everyone over the age of three is encouraged to bring along and wear a mask.  When the mask is 
worn during Mass, take it off as you come up to receive Holy Communion and put it back on after 
receiving.  You might also consider bringing along your own personal hand sanitizer. 
3)  You will be asked to keep social distancing in the pews, when walking in and out and when 
receiving Holy Communion.  Please follow the directions of the ushers.  
3)  Upon entering the church building and before leaving, you are asked to sanitize your hands. 
4)  You are asked to enter the church building through the Gathering Area and keep social 
distancing as you wait in one of two lines to be seated.  You will be ushered to your seat.  You will 
not be able to choose your own pew.  Unfortunately, we are asking that there be no socializing 
before or after Mass. 
5)  For now there will be no exchange of Sign of Peace, no receiving Holy Communion from the cup, 
no congregational singing, no Offertory procession and no taking up of the collection. 
6)  Baskets for collection will be at the inner entrances of the Gathering Area doors to the church. 
7)  Baby’s room will not be available at this time. 
8)  According to the Bishop’s directive you MUST receive Holy Communion on the hand only. 

https://bookapew.com/app/mn/sfx.


9) For distribution of Holy Communion ushers will guide you in coming forward.  Please keep social 
distancing upon returning to your pew.  Eucharistic Ministers will be wearing masks and only 
offering a verbal blessing to children or those adults who cross their arms for a blessing. 
10)  Only the bathrooms in the Gathering Area will be available and the doors must be kept open at 
all times with proper social distancing. Only one person or family at a time.  Please try to limit your 
use of the bathroom to when absolutely necessary. 
 
We will be able to hold funeral and wedding liturgies but with the following guidelines: 
 
1)  The number in attendance is the same as for weekend Masses:  no more than 190 people if we 
can keep social distancing in place for that number. 
2)  There will be NO wake service allowed in the Gathering Area and NO socializing allowed before 
or after Mass. 
3)  There will be no meal served. 
 
Confessions will begin on June 6 under the following guidelines: 
 
1)  We will use the baby’s room for confession. 
2)  Confession will be behind the screen only. 
3)  Both priest and penitent will wear masks. 
4)  The door will remain open at all times. 
5)  We ask that there be only 1 person standing in line waiting.  Please stand by the wall opposite 
the baby’s room.  Others are asked to remain in the pews marked with a cross, keeping social 
distancing at all times. 
 
I understand these changes will be hard to do for some people.  But I ask you keep in mind that we 
are trying to provide an environment that is as safe as possible.  It is a way for us to show our 
respect for human life and care for each other. 
 
We will constantly be monitoring the situation and will adapt as needed. 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
 
Fr. Tim 

 


