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Notes From the Pastor 

From the Pastor: 

This year the calendar wants to tease us a bit.  Ash Wednesday will be celebrated on 

February 14th,  Valentine’s Day and Easter Sunday will be celebrated on April 1, often 

called April Fool’s Day.  While it may provoke a laugh or two, there is some hidden 

truth in both of them. 

Valentine’s Day, at least in our secular culture, marks the day in which we recall the 

love we have for a significant other in our lives, be it a spouse or very close friend.  

Believe it or not, Ash Wednesday marks a day in which we remember the love God 

has for us.  For the journey we begin on Ash Wednesday calls us to examine our 

relationship with Christ and one another in light of the sacrificial love Jesus has 

shown to us.  Our Lenten journey is not so much about giving up as it is about 

drawing closer to Christ in order that our lives may more clearly reveal His saving 

love.  Undoubtedly there is an element of giving up in this journey.  For there are 

habits in our lives that instead of drawing us closer to Christ and others have 

separated us from Him and the people around us.  Truly these we want “to give up.”  

But even more importantly, this journey invites us to strengthen those habits in our 

lives that deepen Christ’s love in us.  Through renewed prayer and on-going sharing 

with those around us, especially those most in need, Christ’s love takes deeper hold 

in our lives.  In that way, Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday are similar:  we strive 

to show our love for those who bring joy to our lives. 

Celebrating Easter Sunday on April’s Fool Day is certainly not a joke.  The 

resurrection of Christ reminds us that what is “foolish” in the eyes of the world is  

love for God.  Where death often seems so final and its separation from loved ones   

so painful, Easter reminds us death is not the last word and that the pain of loss we   

feel at the death of loved ones will give way to an even deeper and more lasting              

“re-union.”  Christ’s resurrection forever changes the world and our lives.  And     

that is no joke. 

So as you mark these “secular” days, look at them through the lens of faith.  And you 

will discover a love that will truly change your lives. 

May our Lenten journey challenge us to live out the life we received at our Baptism 

and so come to share in the glory of the Resurrection. 

Blessings on this journey. 

 

Fr. Tim  

           February 11, 2018 

Marcus Theatre  6:30 pm 

Cost:  $5.00 pre-sale in  

Parish Office 

$7.00 at the door 

$25.00 Family Max  

Do you wonder how video and cell 

phone use is affecting your children 

and family?  Your relationships?  

Screenagers was made by a doctor 

who had these same questions   Find 

out how to use technology well.   

Questions, contact Linda Arnold               

252-8761 Ext 1410 
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GATHERING IN THE ARTS  

By Ruth Brattensborg 

Being Rich 

By Phil Corbett 

  

 

 

Every time I sit at my desk, the first thing I usually see is 
a pile of unopened letters with my last name on them, 
only a few of which that have my first. Even those have 
nothing to do with me. Every letter on my desk has to do 
with the affairs of Hap and Doris Corbett – my aging 
parents.  

After fifty-plus years of mom and dad calling Staples 
home, a few years ago my siblings and I moved them to 
Good Shepherd in Sauk Rapids. After about a year in the 
apartments, my mom’s Alzheimer's and my dad’s 
dementia and other health concerns, required a move to 
the nursing home. Though each of my seven siblings 
does his or her own part in taking care of my parents, 
since I live five minutes away, I am charged with most of 
the day-to-day duties. 

I am impressed with how my parents have handled this 
transition – from doing the parenting to needing to be 
parented again, from being used to remembering most 
everything to relying on others to remind them where 
they are going and what they are doing next.  

 

 

 

No matter how many times I have them over, sometime 
during each trip back to Good Shepherd one of them will 
say, “I didn’t realize we lived so close to you.” 

Each time I visit, my mom says how much they 
appreciate what I do, alluding to them being a burden. I 
usually make some sarcastic remark half-heartedly 
agreeing with her.  

The truth is, though, it is a blessing. A blessing to give 
back a fraction of what they have given me. A blessing 
for my children to get to see their grandparents most any 
time they want. A blessing to experience a couple 
married 59 years be so darn cute and more in love than 
ever. A blessing to see the staff at Good Shepherd, who 
have known my parents for just a short time, love them 
as if they were their own. 

My parents taught me that richness in life has nothing to 
do with money. Thankfully, I am reminded how rich I am 
every minute I am with them. 

The GIA Board is making plans for its second annual 

SPRING BLING SALE.  This FUNDRAISER will be held 

in the SFX Gathering Place on Friday, April 27 from 4 pm 

to 7 pm, and Saturday, April 28, from 9 am to 1 pm.  The 

Board is asking for parishioner support with donations of 

new and used (in good condition) jewelry, purses, scarves 

and other accessories.  There will be containers in the 

Gathering Place near the office for collections.  Proceeds 

from this sale will be used for the enhancement of the 

Gathering Place and other parish needs.  In the past, GIA 

funds have been used to purchase the large Christmas tree 

and other seasonal decor, banners, the cremation table and 

torchiere lamps, costuming for Easter and Christmas 

liturgies, vestments for clergy, stage and screens used for 

performances and displays, tall cocktail tables used for 

receptions and more.  The GIA ministry is self-supporting 

and relies on the help of their benefactors.  They are not 

part of the parish budget.  This event is the only fundraiser 

on their agenda this year.  Your support is greatly 

appreciated.   

 

Sacraments:  

Gifts of Grace 

How may we serve you? 

 

Perhaps you and your spouse are Catholic but 
did not get married in the Catholic Church and 
would now like to have your marriage blessed. 

 

Perhaps you are an adult Catholic who has not     
received First Eucharist, Reconciliation                   

or Confirmation. 
 

Has God placed on your heart a need to        
discern consecrated life, the priesthood           

or the deaconate? 
 

Individual or small group instruction is 
available to prepare you to know and to receive 
these gifts of our faith. If you are interested or 

have any questions, please contact: 

Deb Rudolph, Pastoral Associate 

252-1363, Ext. 1103 
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Are you ready? Is it on your radar? Lent is about to begin and as Christians we will enter the journey to accompany Jesus to the 

Cross. Sounds ominous, but we know of the joy, the promise and the hope gifted to the faithful in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead. 
  

Do we believe it? 

Do we even take time to think about it in our daily living? 
 

Lent begins on February 14th, yes, on Valentine’s Day this year. The Catholic Church in her great wisdom 
understands how necessary it is for all of us to take time to reflect upon our inherent weakness that allows us to fall 
into sin; the sin that led to Jesus Christ sacrificing himself to save us. Lent draws us closer to Jesus when we make 
effort to pray, fast and give alms. Certainly we understand prayer. Fasting is that which empties us to make room 

for time with God, and the outcome of more time with God results in the realization of our call to assist the poor among us in 
meaningful and productive ways. 
 
I invite you to look to Lent as a gift in your life, an opportunity to grow in faith. I invite you to be mindful of how you can 
positively impact the lives of those around you in the coming weeks. Stay close to Jesus. Walk with him in his suffering. Identify 
your weaknesses and own them. Then, in faith, offer them to Christ that you might be freed from the burdens that weigh you 
down. Open yourself to the gift of God’s mercy and his unconditional love for you.  
 
Let us commit our efforts this Lent to making the world a kinder, more peaceful, more merciful place for all people. Let us be as 
Christ to one another and let us do so with much gratitude for the gift of our salvation in the Risen Jesus Christ.  
 

Enjoy the Journey! 

Our Yearly Journey is About to Begin! 
By Deb Rudolph, Pastoral Associate 

The Gift of Almsgiving 

Through Catholic  Relief Services (CRS) Rice 

Bowl, we hear stories from 

our brothers and sisters in 

need worldwide and 

devote our Lenten prayers, 

fasting and gifts to change 

the lives of the poor.  

Each day of Lent we are 

invited to use the Lenten 

Calendar, included with 

every CRS Rice Bowl, to 

guide our Lenten almsgiving. These 

daily almsgiving activities—for 

example; giving 25 cents for every 

faucet found in your home helps 

families  reflect on the realities of our 

brothers and sisters around the world 

and how we can be in solidarity during 

the Lenten season. Rice Bowls will be 

available at church entrances 

beginning Ash Wednesday and will be 

distributed to school and faith 

formation children and their families. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

Vacation Bible School 2018     

SHIPWRECKED 

August 6-10  *  9:00am-12:00pm 

Open to kids currently in Pre-school through 5th 

grade 

 

Registration forms will be available March 1st.  Students will be 

added to crews on a first come first serve basis.  The number of 

kids we can take will be based on the number of volunteers we 

have (crew leaders and station leaders). 

In order for VBS to be as successful as it can be we need your 

help!  Volunteers are needed to lead stations, and to lead our 

small groups (crews) around.  Students completing 6th grade this 

year through adults can be crew leaders.  Students completing 9th 

grade through adults can lead stations.  Little to no prep work is 

involved if you volunteer-I do it all for you!   Interested in          

volunteering or want more info?            

Contact Melissa Fox 
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              Raffle Quilt 89” x 89”  

The SFX Social Justice Concerns Committee has taken 
up the theme of hunger and homelessness this year. To 
that end we sponsored a discussion on Housing and why 
things have not been moving along at a faster 
pace.  Staff from the United Way , Tri-CAP and the HRA 
of St. Cloud helped to lead this. (Another staffer from 
Sartell was planning to attend,  but an unexpected 
emergency came up)   

They spoke a at length about how there are 
many   developers  wanting to build housing in Central 
MN and yet there just doesn’t seem to be enough social 
capital and openness to making it happen.  This is 
where churches can be more of a driving force in 
helping to dispel myths of workforce housing as well as 
connect with elected officials and speak out  about what 
can be done to create more of it. To understand more 
about this important issue the SJCC is hosting the 
following:  "Housing for All:  Building Unity" - Monday, 
March 5th, 6:30-8:00 pm in Xavier Hall.  A video will 
be shown followed by discussion. Come and see what 
solutions we can come up  with - together.  

                                                                                                                                                     
And on the note of solutions... Habitat for Humanity 
will be with us on Friday, February 23rd during Lent to 
speak at a soup supper.  Come to Stations of the Cross 
and then enjoy  yummy soup and conversation!    

We also invite you to attend one of our meetings to 
share your insights and find a supportive community of 
seekers and learners.  We meet the first Thursday of 
each month from 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm in Xavier 
Hall.  For more information contact our group at 
stfrancissjcc@gmail.com or call Molly at 320-828-4465. 

Peace Molly 

 

“God, if you get me out of this, I promise to give back.”  

By Trina Dietz 

I get to meet amazing people in my job. Some are amazing because of the 

trials they’ve survived. Some are amazing because of their depth of kind-

ness. Some are amazing because of their deep faith.  

Jen is amazing because of her commitment to her faith, and her word.  

Years ago, I walked into a radio studio to talk about Catholic Charities Pack 

the Porches event, a benefit for Catholic Charities Emergency Services 

Food Shelf. (This year’s is on March 23.) As I started to talk about the type 

of people food shelves help, Jen, one of the two DJs, volunteered, for thou-

sands of people to hear: “Food shelves help people like me.”  

Jen explained that years earlier, as she began her career in radio, she 

couldn’t make ends meet and needed the help of a food shelf. Later she 

told me, she had been living away from home for the first time, and was 

down to her last bagel, piece of cheese, piece of ham, and packet of Kool-

Aid. She made a bagel sandwich and pitcher of Kool-Aid, and then spilled 

the Kool-Aid on her bagel.   She cried.  

She cried because she was hungry, and she cried because she was losing 

hope. She was trying so hard to be a “big girl” but things just weren’t going 

right. As she ate her Kool-Aid soaked bagel, she decided she needed to 

ask for help; she prayed “God, if you get me out of this, I promise to give 

back.”  

Jen’s been true to her word. As her situation in life improved, she directed 

others to resources, gave of her time, talent and treasure when she could, 

and speaks about her experiences when she can. 

 I recently asked if she would be in a video to be presented at a Catholic 

Charities event. She looked directly into the camera and said,                       

“I’ve used a food shelf.”  

Social Justice Concerns                                     
by Molly Weyrens        

 

We would like to invite all women of the parish, married 
with children, married without children, and/or single to 
consider becoming part of a group of women who have a 
long history of doing good works here at St. Francis   
Xavier and the surrounding communities. If you are new 
to the parish and want to know more about us or if you 
have read about all of our good works via the church  
bulletin or our bulletin board, we would love to have you 
join us. Questions, contact the Parish Office 252-1363. 

Why should I become a member?                 

    To meet other women.  
 To learn from other women. 
 To work with other women as they help others. 
 To pray with other women. 
 To have fun with other women. 
Our Next Meeting is February 20th at 6:30 pm 

C
h

ri
st

ia
n

 W
o
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mailto:stfrancissjcc@gmail.com
tel:(320)%20828-4465
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February 

February 11 

Screenagers  showing 

at Parkwood 8, 6:30 

pm, $5 admission—

$7.00 at the door; 

$25.00 family max 

February  12 

Family Fun Night      

Gr 1-5, “Mardi Gras”   

5-7 pm, Gathering 

Place and School 

February 14 

Ash Wednesday, 

Lent Begins, Mass at 

6:30, no classes for  

Gr. 6-10, please attend 

Mass with your      

families 

February 21 

Aftershock, Gr. 6-12 

6:15 supper, activities 

begin , program from  

7-8:30 

March  3 

Group  Regional 

Fun Shop VBS 

training @ SFX,  

8:30am-12:30pm 

March 9 

Fish Fry!  Set up and 

prep 10-4, serving 4-7 

pm.  Clean up follows 

March 21 

San Lucas Mission 

trip departs. Please 

pray for the group! 

March 21 

Aftershock, Gr. 6-12 

6:15 supper, activities 

begin , program from 

7-8:30 

March 23-25 9-12th 

Grade Castaway   

Retreat 

March 24-April 2 

Spring Break , no class 

May 2                   

Confirmation 

Rehearsal                

7:00-9:00pm 

May 6 Confirmation 

Liturgy 2:00pm 

May 20              

Graduation Mass  

Volunteer             

Appreciation Picnic  

TBA 

April  7-8 

First Communion 

celebrated at all   

masses 

April 14-15 

First Communion 

celebrated at all   

masses 

April 16 

1st Grade Roundup 

for 2018-19 Faith           

Formation 

Registration opens 

for 2018-2019 Faith      

Formation classes 

April 18   

Aftershock, Gr. 6-12 

6:15 supper, activities 

begin , program from 

7-8:30 

April 23 

Last class, Gr. 1-5 

April 25 

Last class Gr. 6-9 

 

May March April 
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                    St. Francis Xavier  

                     Lenten Calendar  

Ash Wednesday Masses 

February 14          9:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.                                           

Stations of the Cross Fridays of Lent       5:30  p.m. 

                                           No Stations of the Cross on Good Friday 

 Lenten Supper in the Gathering Place 

               Immediately Following Stations of the Cross 

   

  

  Friday, February 23 - Presentation on Habitat for Humanity  

    Wednesday,  March 7th Only  - High School Students Present     

   “Shadow Stations.” See the Stations in a new and dramatic way.    

   All families and parishioners are invited and encouraged to attend. 

   

Watch the Bulletin for further details & additional Lenten events! 

     

 The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick           

       Saturday, March 10                                    10:00 a.m.  

 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation   

       Saturdays                                                                4:00 - 4:30 p.m.                 

       Parish  Penance Service      Tuesday, March 20                          6:30 p.m.          

       Individual Confessions will be scheduled during Holy Week 

       Watch the Bulletin for scheduled dates and times.    

       

 

 

                                                                                      

                                                    Services             

      Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper     7:00 p.m. followed by adoration till 9:00 

      Good Friday, The Passion of the Lord                  1:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  

       Holy Saturday Easter Vigil                             8:00 p.m.  

       Easter Sunday Masses                7:00 a.m.      9:00 a.m.       11:00 a.m. 
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      Thursday Evenings 6:30-7:45 p.m. - Xavier Hall 

John’s Gospel calls us to deeper discipleship and friendship with Christ.  Use this Lent as an opportunity to 

experience the joy of a renewed friendship with Christ and discover how only God can satisfy the deepest 

desires of your heart. Eight Thursday sessions to be facilitated by parishioner  Mary Margaret Yaeger, 

D.Min.  Classes begin February 15th  - Registration is required by February 5th. Cost for workbooks $20.           

Watch the Bulletin for further details & Registration Form 

 

Adult Scripture Discussion Group 

        “From Ashes to Fire”                                                                    
Thursday Mornings - 8:45 -10:00 a.m. In the Gathering Place with Coffee  

From Ash Wednesday to the New Fire of the Easter Vigil; Reflection on the Scripture proclaimed      
throughout Lent that we might grow in faith and draw closer to Jesus as he journeys to the Cross. Led by 
Deb Rudolph, Pastoral Associate.  Begins February 15th. 

 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, members of St. Francis Xavier Community are invited to 
pick up a Rice Bowl which includes a Lenten calendar of ideas for almsgiving. Then 
bring your bowl to Holy Week services as an offering to benefit those in our world who 

continue to struggle with hunger.  Great family Lenten project! 

 

SFX Social Justice Presents  - “Housing: Building Unity” 

              Monday, March 5th   6:30 - 8:30 p.m.     Xavier Hall 

Video and discussion of the housing crisis in our immediate area with guest speaker from the Housing and 
Redevelopment Authority. Insightful, engaging and very important conversation.  

 

            St. Francis Xavier Annual Lenten Fish Fry               

           Friday, March 9, Serving 4:00-7:00 p.m.  SFX School 

This is a Catholic United Financial Matching Grant Event to benefit Catholic                     
Education. Be sure to mark your calendar and bring the whole family - Grandma and     
Grandpa too! 

Lenten Community 

Faith Sharing Opportunities 

And  

Bible Study: “Follow Me  

Meeting Jesus in the  Gospel of John” 
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May 2018 
2  Confirmation Rehearsal 
6  Confirmation 2 pm 
8  Stewardship Meeting 6:30 pm 
13  Mother’s Day 
15  Christian Women Meeting 6:30 pm 
16  Appreciation Picnic 
21  KC’s Monthly Meeting 7 pm 
28  Memorial Day 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

St. Francis Xavier Church 

219 2nd St N                                                                 
PO Box 150                                                           

Sartell, MN   56377 

Phone: (320)252-1363                                  

Fax: (320)259-7090 •  

Website: www.stfrancissartell.org 

Address Service Requested 

February 2018 
4 KC’s Super Bowl Breakfast 
11  Screenagers Showing 
12  Family Fun Night Grades 1—5 
13  Stewardship Meeting 6:30 pm 
14  Ash Wednesday 
19  Presidents’ Day 
20  Christian Women Meeting 6:30 pm 
21  Aftershock 6 pm 
26  KC’s Monthly Meeting 7 pm 
March 2018 
4   Service Sunday 
6   Baptism Preparation Class 
9   Fish Fry 
11 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
13  Stewardship Meeting 6:30 pm 
13 Christian Women Meeting 6:30 pm 
20 Parish Reconciliation 6:30 pm 

21  San Lucas Mission Trip Departure 
21  Aftershock 6 pm 
23  Castaway Retreat 
26  KC Monthly Meeting 7 pm 
29  Holy Thursday 
30  Good Friday 
April 2018 
1 Easter Sunday 
7-8  First Communion 
10  Stewardship Meeting 6:30 pm 
14-15  First Communion 
17  Christian Women Meeting 6:30 pm 
18  Aftershock 6 pm 
23  KC’s Monthly Meeting 7 pm 
27-28 Spring Bling Sale 

 FISH FRY 

Enjoy fried fish,    

potato salad, chips, 

coleslaw, baked 

beans, bread and 

homemade           

desserts 

CATHOLIC UNITED FINANCIAL MATCHING GRANT 

Friday, March 9 

4-7:00pm 

St. Francis Xavier Parish 

2192nd St. N.-Sartell 

      Adults $10   Seniors 60+ $9 

Ages 6-12 $5 Under 5—Free 

Proceeds go to support the children and youth of the   St. 

Francis Xavier Catholic Community, plus Catholic United 

Financial will provide matching funds up to $1000 


